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The Central Valley 
supports 50-65 % of the 
Pacific Flyway’s 
wintering waterfowl 
populations



Existing Wetlands 
(~206K acres)
are comprised of 
2/3 Private and 1/3
Public Lands...





“Recent” Goose Population Trends

• In the 1970s and early 1980s, Pacific Flyway goose 
populations had declined to all-time low levels

• Since then, more restrictive hunting regulations and habitat
management actions were implemented, and most populations
have responded positively

• Currently, most goose populations in the Flyway and Sacramento 
Valley have increased or are stable

• Some species have had dramatic shifts in distribution within or
away from the Sacramento Valley















Cackling Canada Geese
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Aleutian Canada Geese
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Wrangel Island Population of Lesser Snow Geese
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Western Canadian Arctic Population of Lesser Snow Geese
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Ross' Goose Population
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Wrangel Island, Russia





Daily Bag Limit for Geese - Balance of State Zone

2004 2005 2006 2007 08-10 10-11

Total Geese 3 4 4 6 8 8

White Geese 3 4 4 4 6 6

Canada Geese 
total/small 3/1 4/4 4/4 6/6 6/6 61

Whitefronts 2 3 3 4 4 4 4

1 As of 2010, subspecies (sizes) of Canada geese were no longer differentiated.
2 Outside West Sac. Valley Management Area.
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Take-home Messages
• Increasing goose pops. have resulted in 

consumption of more wetland vegetation, 
primarily bulrushes

• Too much bulrush can still create poor 
habitat conditions, but less of need to treat 
now because of the geese…and maybe a 
need to encourage it in some areas

• Some bulrush is good, providing cover, 
escape areas, roosting, and nesting habitats 
for a variety of species




